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| Program Notes
Your Ghost is a Memory explores feelings of fresh grief and the mix of joy and emptiness that comes with 
remembering a lost loved one. As memory slowly cuts through the static of the piece, there is an anxious 
longing to hold that memory tightly and protect it from fading. 

Performance Notes|
The piece begins with col legno white noise sustained for an indeterminate amount of time. While the 
player is free to decide the length of this section, they are encouraged to spend a non-insignificant amount 
of time dwelling in this static space. 

The piece makes frequent use of a “wiggling” harmonic gesture on the C string underneath more resonant 
melodic gestures. Here, the player is asked to lightly touch fingers on the C string in a rapid, random order. 
The resulting sound should be a thin wiggly between random natural harmonics and is notated as follows

|

|

The player should maintain a comfortable hand position and not look to catch any specific harmonic fingerings. 

As the piece progresses, a G string melody is built on top of continuous C string wiggles. Here, the player should 
look to play the written melody with one finger while using the free fingers to create the wiggling effect. In this 
instance, the harmonic wiggles are represented beneath the staff while the melodic gesture is presented normally. 

Additionally, the piece frequently asks the player to move the position of their bow over the course of a phrase. 
In these instances, an arrow is used to demonstrate the approximate speed of movement between two bow positions 
 

m.s.p - molto sul ponticello- very close to the bridge/nearly on top of the bridge

|



 X notepads are used to notate muted strings. Here, the player should lightly rest fingers anywhere on the notated
 strings to keep them from vibrating. The resulting sound should be nearly pitchless, thin, and wispy.|
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B42
move fingers rapidly in random order anywhere on the fingerboard sul C 
remain in a natural, comfortable hand postion using harmonic pressure
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dreamy, folksy, expressive
accelerando gradually and consistently 

w
transition to wiggles

œœ œœ ˙̇

B67 ..˙̇ œœ w
introduce wiggles on C while maintaining 
the written pitch

IV
III

w P
Œ .˙

B71

œ .˙
wiggles return

w œœ œœ œœ œœ
q = ~124
continue accel.
slowly becoming louder and more energized

ww

B75

wimprovising with bow pressure and position for added noise
wiggles return

w w w

B79 ˙ ˙ w w w

B83 w .˙ œ
q = ~140

maintain wiggles sul C as consistently as possible in 
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improvise melodic gesture using similar pitch material 
for as long as desired, maintain a resonant open C as 
much as possible, become continually louder, wilder, 
and more noisy until the melody is overpowered by noise

’ ’ ’ ’

B102
/ œ œ œ /

Ï

fast, noisy noodling on highest harmonics sul C
essentially blasting noise for 6 measures
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